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SARAH MESLE

www.sarahmesle.com

Representation: Tanya McKinnon, McKinnon Literary

EDUCATION

Ph.D., English, Northwestern University
M.A., English, Northwestern University

B.A., English with Honors and Highest Distinction, U. of lowa

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

University of Southern California Los Angeles, CA
Associate Professor (Teaching), Writing Program
Assistant Professor (Teaching), Writing Program
Lecturer, Writing Program

University of California, Los Angeles

Lecturer, Department of Writing Programs
Mellon Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of English

University of Michigan
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Department of English

EDITORIAL POSITIONS

Object Lessons Book Series Editorial Consultant

Avidly, LARB Channel Co-Founder and Editor

Avidly Reads Book Series Editor, NYU Press

Los Angeles Review of Books, Editor at Large

Los Angeles Review of Books, Senior Humanities Editor

PUBLICATIONS

Monographs

Tangled: Seven Iconic Moments in White Women’s Hair and What They Tell Us About Power,

December 2009
December 2002

June 1998

2021-Present
2017-2021
2014-2017

2013-2014
2010-2014

2009-2010

2022-Present
2012-Present
2016-2022
2016-Present
2013-2016

Pleasure, and Complicity. Boston, MA: Beacon Press, Forthcoming Aug 2026.

Reasons And Feelings: Humanities Writing Now. Chicago, IL: Chicago University Press, 2025.


http://www.sarahmesle.com/
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Peer Reviewed Articles

“Sentimentalism’s Nation: Maria J. McIntosh and the Antebellum Contexts of ‘Southern’
Fiction.” Fall 2013, Studies in American Fiction.

Selected Print Publications

“Dracula’s Blood.” Essay in Literary Journeys: Mapping Fictional Travel Across the
World of Literature. John McMurtrie, Editor. Princeton University Press, Forthcoming
2024.

“Is that Steph Curry...Or a Work of Art?” New York Times Magazine. July 2022.

“Earth to Gwyneth.” Cover Story. Goop Magazine. Fall 2017.

“For Gwyneth Paltrow, It’s all Good.” Cover Story. Self Magazine. April 2016.

“The Empress is Back.” Cover Story. InStyle Magazine. December 2015.

“The Power of Three: Helen Mirren, Diane Lane, and Elle Fanning.” InStyle Magazine,
September 2015.

Selected Book Reviews

"The Cult of Ideal Motherhood.” Interview with Sara Petersen discussing
Momfluenced. Guernica, May, 2023.

“Her Sentimental Properties.” Stephanie Jones-Rogers: They Were Her Property:
White Women as Slave Owners in the American South. LARB, June 2020.

“A Television of Her Own.” Emily Nussbaum: I Like to Watch. LARB, August 2019.

“The Function of Pettiness at the Present Time.” Elena Ferrante’s Neopolitan Quartet.
Association of the Study of Arts of the Present Journal (ASAP/J), 2019

“Srsly.” Mallory Ortberg’s Texts from Jane Eyre. LARB, 2014.

“Dying Art: Form and Loss in Patti Smith’s Just Kids.” Book Review. Michigan
Quarterly Review, 49:4 (Fall 2010).

Selected Cultural Criticism

“Princess Diana’s Hair.” LARB, November, 2021.

“Timothee Chalomet and Krysten Sinema’s Hair. Avidly, October, 2021.

“Mare’s Hair.” Avidly. June 202.

“Emily Dickinson’s Hair.” LARB, January 2021

“Good Crumb: On the Great British Bake-Off”, LARB, September 2019

“A Queen’s Right to Choose,” LARB, May 2019

“Meg Murray’s Glasses,” LARB, March 2018

“America is not the Object: An Interview with the President of the American Studies
Association. ” LARB, November 2017

“On this Day: the Cubs and the Feeling That Stays With You.” LARB, October 2017

“Who Will Braid Offred’s Hair?” LARB, June 2017

“Winning in the Worst Year,” LARB, October 2016

“No One Likes Meg,” co-written with Sarah Blackwood, Avidly, July 2016

“Fantasizing Consent,” LARB, April 2015

“Material Girls” and “Dancing in the Dark,” Talking Points Memo, February 2015
“Watching 7The Knick — and Ferguson,” LARB, October 2014

“Hurt Girls,” LARB, May 2014

“GoT, Cliven Bundy, and the Fantasy of Freedom,” words, LARB, April 2014
“Arya’s American Fantasy,” Words, LARB, June 2014



https://www.guernicamag.com/the-cult-of-ideal-motherhood/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/her-sentimental-properties/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/television-emily-nussbaum/
http://asapjournal.com/the-function-of-pettiness-at-the-present-time-sarah-blackwood-sarah-mesle/
http://lareviewofbooks.org/review/srsly
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?cc=mqr;c=mqr;c=mqrarchive;idno=act2080.0049.419;view=text;rgn=main;xc=1;g=mqrg
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/flick-and-feather-on-dianas-hair/
https://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2021/10/28/timothee-chalomet-and-kyrsten-sinemas-hair/
https://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2021/06/10/mares-hair/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/dickinsons-hair/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/good-crumb-great-british-bake-off/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/game-thrones-iron-throne/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/meg-murrys-glasses/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/america-is-not-the-object-an-interview-with-kandice-chuh-president-of-the-american-studies-association/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/america-is-not-the-object-an-interview-with-kandice-chuh-president-of-the-american-studies-association/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/day-cubs-feeling-stays/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/handmaids-tale-finale/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/the-world-series/
http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2016/07/18/no-one-likes-meg/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/game-of-thrones-season-5-unbowed-unbent-unbroken
http://talkingpointsmemo.com/dear-tv/dear-television-broad-city-season-two-episode-two-mochalatta#material-girls
http://talkingpointsmemo.com/dear-tv/dear-television-broad-city-season-two-episode-four-knockoffs#dancing-in-the-dark
http://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/knick-season-1
https://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/game-thrones-season-4-first-name
http://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/game-thrones-season-4-oathkeeper
http://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/games-thrones-season-4-finale

Mesle CV 2026

“The Unbearable Awesomeness of Lululemon Pants,” Avidly, June 2013

“10 Things I Learned from Loving Anne of Green Gables,” LARB, June 2013
“YA Fiction and the End of Boys,” LARB, November 2012

“Top 7 Ladies Who Needed a Birth Control Mandate,” Avidly, November 2012
“On Connie Britton’s Hair,” with Sarah Blackwood, 4vidly, October 2012

BOOKS EDITED
Avidly Reads: Theory. Jordan Alexander Stein. NYU Press. Oct 2019
Avidly Reads: Board Games. Eric Thurm. NYU Press. Oct 2019

Avidly Reads: Making Out. Kathryn Bond Stockton. NYU Press. Oct 2019
Avidly Reads: Passages. Michelle Denise Commander. NYU Press. Feb 2021

Avidly Reads: Guilty Pleasures. Arielle Zibrak. NYU Press. Jul 2021
Avidly Reads: Opera. Alison Kinney. NYU Press. Oct 2021
Avidly Reads: Poetry. Jaquelyn Ardam. NYU Press. Apr 2022
Avidly Reads: Screen Time. Philip J. Maciak. NYU Press. May 2023

SPECIAL EDITIONS EDITED

“No Crisis: Criticism in the Present Time.” Los Angeles Review of Books Quarterly
Journal, Winter 2015. Co-Edited with Merve Emre and Caleb Smith.

USC COURSES TAUGHT AND DEVELOPED
Eng 607: Digital Publishing and New Media (Spring 2025)
Course for the Literary Editing and Publishing Progressive Master’s Program,;
redesigning to align with updated MA curriculum
Writ 340: Advanced Writing for Editors and Publishers (Spring 2022-Present)
New course proposed and developed in collaboration with the Writing Program
Curriculum Committee and the Literary Editing and Publishing Progressive Master’s
Program. The course has filled with a wait list every semester. Because of its success,
beginning in 2025 the course will expand to be taught by multiple faculty per semester.
Advanced Writing for Arts and Humanities
Advanced Writing for Social Sciences
Advanced Writing for Health Science
Writing and Critical Reasoning (Issues in Aesthetics)
Writing and Critical Reasoning (Issues in Sustainability)

CONFERENCE PAPERS AND INVITED TALKS

Invited Speaker or Professional Seminar Leader:

“They Say/Al Say: Why Writing Matters in an Era of Artificial Empathy.” SUNY Albany
Department of English and Writing Program, April 3, 2026 (forthcoming).

“Reasons, Feelings, and the Humanities.” Princeton University Writing Program and Humanities
Initiative. March 16, 2026.


http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2013/06/04/the-unbearable-awesomeness-of-lululemon-pants/
http://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/ten-things-i-learned-from-loving-anne-of-green-gables
http://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/ya-fiction-and-the-end-of-boys
http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2012/11/02/top-seven-ladies-who-could-have-used-obamacares-birth-control-mandate/
http://avidly.lareviewofbooks.org/2012/10/16/on-connie-brittons-hair/
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“Writing, Feeling, and the History of Flow.” University of Cincinnati Taft Research Initiative
Plenary Lecture. March 13, 2026.

“Save Your Darlings: Writing, Reading, and World Building Now.” Arizona State University
Department of English. Feb 5, 2026.

“Reasons and Feelings.” University of California, Irvine Department of English. January 20,
2026.

19" Annual Shaun O’Connell Lecture in English, UMass Boston, Nov 6, 2025

Material Intelligence Symposium on Hair, Featured Speaker. Center for Design and Culture at
UW- Madison. April 2025.

University of Southern California Undergraduate Writing Conference, Featured Speaker:
Academic and Nonfiction Publishing Panel. Spring 2024.

University of Michigan Heberle Awards Writing Seminar Leader. University of Michigan
English Department. Sept 2023.

“The Future of the Humanities.” Franklin & Marshall College Humanities Center Symposium.
Fall 2022.

“Writing the Short Book.” USC Humanities Center “On Writing” series. Spring 2022

“Writing Forms.” Seminar Co-leader. C19: The Association of 19" Century Americanists
Biennial Conference. March 2018. Writing and pedagogy workshop for faculty.

“Petty Little Dystopias.” Symposium on the History of Genre. University of California, Irvine.
Irvine, May 2017. Invited Plenary Speaker.

“Writing Next: Next Gen PhD Seminar.” CUNY Graduate Center Writing Seminar. Invited
Speaker. August 2017. Writing workshop for Graduate Students.

“Can Writing Change the World?” Colby College Symposium on the State of Writing. March 10,
2017. Invited Speaker for Undergraduate Criticism Workshop

“The Future of Criticism.” Keynote Speaker. Hendrix College Symposium on Critical Voice.
February 26 2016. Invited Talk and Guest Professor for Undergraduate Honors Students.

“Avid Criticism.” American Studies Faculty Seminar, Columbia University, New York, NY.

September 2015.

Invited Guest Teaching: Writing, Audience, Pitching, and the Future of Academic Writing

“Reasons, Feelings, and Writing.” Fordham University Faculty Workshop, Department of
English. March 17, 2026.

“Bringing C19 Expertise to Mainstream Audiences.” Seminar Leader with Koritha Mitchell.
Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists Biennial Conference, March 2026.

“Writing and the Public Humanities.” Rutgers University, Professor Dana Luciano. March 2025.

“Editing, Writing, and Audience.” University of Wyoming, Professor Arielle Zibrak. October
2023.

“Editing and the Short Book.” USC Progressive Masters in Literary Editing and Publishing,
November 2021.

“Criticism and Academic Writing.” Northwestern University, Professor Jeff Masten. April 2021.

“Pitching Roundtable: With Phil Maciak and Rebecca Onion.” American Studies Graduate
Program, Washington University. Abram Van Engen, Organizer.

“Publishing and Academic Writing.” Course 410: Introduction to Graduate Study. Northwestern
University, Professor William West. Oct. 2020.
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“What is Academic Writing?” Course 509: “Materials and Methods.” Penn State University,
Professor Hester Blum. Sep. 2020

“Audience and the Digital” Course: “Situation Critical: Workshop on Arts and Cultural Criticism
in the Digital Age.” SUNY Brockport, Jul. 2020

“Writing, the Publics, and Process.” Course: Eng 501, “Introduction to History and Theory of
Criticism. University of Southern California, Professor Devin Griffith. Oct. 2017.

Critical Style and the Public Humanities
“How the Nineteenth Century Watches Television.” Roundtable on the Public Humanities. C19:
The Association of 19" Century Americanists Biennial Conference. October 2020.
“Reasons and Feelings.” Seminar: The Personal is Critical. American Comparative Literature
Association Annual Conference. March 2019.
“Feeling Critical: Emotion and Identity in Academic Prose.” Modern Language Association
Conference. Austin, TX. January 2016.
“Why We Write and Where: Academic and Online Writing in the 21% Century.” English
Department, Cal-Poly Pomona University, Pomona California. May 2014. Invited Talk.

Teaching and Pedagogy Panels:

“Putting the Thesis Last.” National Council of Teachers of English. Roundtable. November
2019.

“Teaching Racist Texts: Pedagogical Challenges.” Modern Literature Association Conference.
Chicago, January 2014.

“How to do Things with Twilight: Young Adult Fiction and the College Classroom.” Presenter
and Roundtable Co-Organizer. Modern Literature Association Conference, Boston, January
2013.

“Going Public: Pedagogy and Politics in Gender Studies.” Panel: “Public Engagement and the
New Professoriate.” Modern Language Association Conference. Philadelphia, PA.
December, 2006.

“Teaching Hot Topics: The Role of the Educator in the Politicized Classroom.” Searle Center
Teaching Forum. Northwestern University. April 2004.

“The Role of the University: New Directions in Literary Studies.” Panel Organizer. Midwest
Modern Language Association Annual Conference. Chicago, IL. November 2003.

Culture and Criticism:

“On Crabbiness.” Panel: Roundtable on the Work of Reading at the Present Time. ASAP
Conference: Oakland, November 2017.

“The Function of Collaboration at the Present Time.” Prose Fiction Division Official Panel.
MLA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, 2017.

“Game of Thrones’ Hurt Girls and Girls.” Betalevel Errata Salon, Los Angeles, April 2015.
Invited Talk.

“Stories to Pass On: Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, and the Critical Relation to African
American Literature.” Prose Division Panel, “Attention Spans.” MLA Annual Conference,
Vancouver 2015.

Nineteenth-Century Literary Studies:
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"Love and Desire in the Nineteenth Century.” Panel Chair. C19: Society of Nineteenth-Century
Americanists Conference. Pasadena, CA. 2024.

“Nineteenth Century Femininity: Scenes, Accessories, Strategies, Scale.” Panel Organizer.
Respondant: Koritha Mitchell. C19: Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists. Miami:
March 2022.

“Who Would Have Thought It? and the Sentiments of Failure.” C19: Society of Nineteenth-
Century Americanists. Chapel Hill, North Carolina. March 2014.

“Debt, Race, and the Proslavery Critique of Capitalism.” American Studies Association Annual
Conference. Washington, DC. November 2013.

“Freedom’s Southern Prospects: South America in Anglophone Slavery Debates, 1833-1888.”
Conference for the Society of the Study of Nineteenth-Century American Literature.
Berkeley, CA. April 2012.

“Southernness, Slavery, and Sentimental Fiction: Sarah Josepha Hale’s Northwood and the
South.” Presenter and Panel Chair, “Antebellum Souths.” Society for the Study of
Southern Literature Biennial Conference, Nashville, TN. March 2012.

“Witnessing Violence: Slavery and the Sentiments of Cruelty in /da May and Caste.” Paper and
Panel Organizer, “Sentimentalism’s Unread Stories of Slavery.” Modern Language
Association Conference, Seattle, January 2012.

“A Queer Taste: The Economics of Black Masculinity.” American Literature Association.
Boston. May 2011.

“Marie St. Clare, The Bondwoman’s Narative, and the Sentiments of Slavery.” C19: Society of
Nineteenth-Century Americanists Inaugural Conference. State College, PA. May 2010.

“Maria Mclntosh, Antebellum Women’s Fiction, and the Proslavery Perspective.” American
Literature Association, special panel for the Society of the Study of American Women
Authors. Boston. May 2009.

“Race and Genre in Frank J. Webb’s The Garies and their Friends.” Panel Organizer and Chair.
Conference for the International Society of Narrative. Austin, Texas, May 1, 2008.

“Sentiment, Slavery, and the Novels of Caroline Lee Hentz.” Invited speaker. Northwestern
English Recruiting Weekend Colloquium. March, 2008.

"Performing Interiority: Narrating 'Right' Feeling in Uncle Tom's Cabin.” Panel Chair.
Conference for the International Society of Narrative. Washington D.C. March 16, 2007.

“ ‘Trifles to Relate:” Caroline Lee Hentz, the Relations of Slavery, and the Problems of
Sentimental Literature.” Midwest Modern Language Association Conference. Chicago,
IL. November, 2006.

"'Read Uncle Tom's Cabin Again': De-Narrating Autobiography in Mary Chesnut's Civil War."
Conference for the International Society of Narrative. Ottawa, Canada. April 9, 2006.

“Feeling the National Family: Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the Globalization of Sentiment.”
Globalization Is/In America Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference. Evanston, IL.
April 29, 2004.

SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

Series Organizer: USC Levan Humanities Institute Speaker Series, On Writing
“On Writing: Sentences,” with Kate Levin and V.V. Ganeshananthan. March 27, 2026
“On Writing: With Evidence,” With Antonio Elephano and Daniel Immerwahr, Apr 10, 2026
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“On Writing: Endings,” With Elisa Tamarkin and Jesse Aleman, April 24, 2026

Book, Article, And Tenure Review
Duke University Press
University of Chicago Press
SUNY University Press
University of Texas, Dallas
English Literary History
GLQO
University of Nevada Press

Professional Organizations
Communications Chair, Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists 2014-2016

Writing Program
FTP Committees, Second Reader (Assistant Professor and Assoc) 2021-2022
Assessment Committee Co-Chair (with Patti Taylor) 2021-2023

e With Patti Taylor, and in collaboration with multiple WP committees as well as
university administrators, developed a proposal to reconfigure Writ 150 and 340
assessment around the program’s learning outcomes

e With Curriculum Committee, developed study to evaluate success of 340 Grading
Contract Pilot

Assessment Committee Co-Chair (with Rory Lutkins) 2020-2021

e Subcommittee Organizer: Grading in Crisis (2020)

e With Tamara Black, Leah Pate, and others, piloted and launched the 340 Grading
Contract Pilot Program, now integrated into the curriculum

Lower Division Curriculum Committee 2020-2021

Thematic Coordinator, Aesthetics 2019-2020

Dornsife College New TA Grading Workshop 2019-2020
Co-Facilitator and Curriculum Creator (with Antonio Elefano)

Program Outreach Comm. Co-Leader (with Antonio Elefano) 2015-2016

Program Outreach Committee Member 2014-2015

Undergraduate Writer’s Conference Moderator 2013

University Service
2024: Women and Gender Studies Department Intern Supervisor
2021-2024: Faculty Advisor to Mash Magazine, a student-run publication
2020: Writ 150 Library Integration Survey and Project, with Librarians Elizabeth Galoolis
and Kevin Klipfel

HONORS AND AWARDS
2023 USC Advancing Scholarship in the Humanities and Social Sciences Sabbatical
Awarded to complete Reasons and Feelings Manuscript
2022-2023 Writing Program “Master Teacher” Designation
2020-2024 USC Professional Development Grant Recipient
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2020 USC Sydney Harmon Polymathic Institute Teaching Collaboration Fellowship
2007 Kaplan Initiatives Mellon Foundation Research Fellowship

2007-08 Northwestern University Dissertation Year Fellowship

2007-08 Alumnae Fellowship Recognition Award

2006-07 Northwestern Graduate Research Grant

2006-07 Weinberg Dissertation Research Fellowship

2005-06 Department of English Brady Fellow

2004-05 TriQuarterly Fellow

2004-06 Searle Center for Teaching Excellence Teaching Consultant

2003 Searle Center for Teaching Excellence Teaching Fellow

AFFILIATIONS
C19: Society for the Study of Nineteenth-Century America
2024: Site Committee Member
2014-2016: Executive Committee Member, Communications Chair
National Council of Teachers of English
Modern Language Association
American Studies Association
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