Chris McGowan
christopher.mcgowan@yale.edu

63 High St
New Haven, CT 06511

Appointments
Lecturer of English, Yale University (January 2023 — present)
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Directed Studies, Yale University (July 2026—)
Associate Director of Undergraduate Studies, Directed Studies, Yale University

(August 2025 — June 2026)
Education
Yale University

Ph.D., English Language and Literature, December 2022

M.Phil., English Language and Literature, 2019; M.A., English Language and Literature,

2017, Franke Fellow

Dissertation: “Inherited Worlds: The British Modernist Novel and the Sabotage and
Salvage of Genre”; advised by Joe Cleary, Michael Denning, Katie Trumpener

Rutgers University, Rutgers College
B.A., English, summa cum laude, 2010

Book Manuscript

Genre Trouble: The British Modernist Novel, 1900-1945; Oxford University Press (under
review).

Book Chapters

“Film, American Modernism, World Literature,” in The Cambridge Companion to American
Literature and Film; Cambridge University Press (forthcoming).



Peer-Reviewed Articles

“Conrad, Lawrence, and the Sabotage and Salvage of Genre”; NOVEL: A Forum on Fiction
56:3 (November 2023), 389-409.

“Workers Entering the Prison: Steve McQueen’s Hunger (2008) as Imperial Labor Film”; Qui
Parle 29: 2 (December 2020), 343-372 (Awarded graduate-student prize, “Best Essay
Accepted for Publication,” Yale English Department, 2020).

Essays

Review of Eve Patten’s Ireland, Revolution, and the English Modernist Imagination (2022);
Modern Fiction Studies 70:4 (Winter 2024).

Selected Conference Presentations and Lectures

“Joyce, Catholicism, and the Environment”; ACLA (American Comparative Literature
Association) Annual Meeting (June 2025).

“Talk and Action in Synge’s Playboy of the Western World,” Anglophone Histories, Yale
English (April 2025).

Course lecture on Nietzsche’s Genealogy of Morals, Yale Directed Studies (April 2025, 2026).

Course lecture on Tocqueville’s Democracy in America, Yale Directed Studies (March 2024,
2026).

“‘Goodbye to It All!’: The End of Empire and the Modernist Country-House Novel”’; MSA
(Modernist Studies Association) Annual Conference (October 2023).

“The Modernist Industrial Novel: Genre, the Family, and the Crisis of Cultural Reproduction in
Joseph Conrad’s Nostromo (1904) and D. H. Lawrence’s Women in Love (1920)”; ACLA
(American Comparative Literature Association) Annual Meeting (June 2022).

Introduction, Fredric Jameson’s The Political Unconscious; Left Literary Studies, Yale
University (June 2021).

““You Never Quite Get Away': Modernism, Consumption, and the Travel Novel in Paris”; 20/21
Colloquium, Yale University (April 2021).

“Goodbye to the Country House: Modernism and the End of Empire”; British Studies
Colloquium, Yale University (April 2020).

Introduction, Silvia Federici’s Caliban and the Witch; Left Literary Studies, Yale University
(February 2020).



“Workers Entering the Prison: Steve McQueen’s Hunger (2008) as Imperial Labor Film”; ACIS
(American Conference for Irish Studies) Annual Meeting, Boston, MA (March 2019).

Introduction, Immanuel Wallerstein, “Does Capitalism Have a Future?”’; Left Literary Studies,
Yale University (October 2018).

“Organizing the Culture Industry: Michael Denning’s The Cultural Front and Theodor Adorno’s
‘Resignation’”’; Introduction to Media Studies, course lecture (April 2018).

“Workers Entering the Prison: Steve McQueen’s Hunger (2008) as Imperial Labor Film”;
Berkeley-Stanford Graduate Conference, “Mimesis and Mutation,” Berkeley, CA (April
2018).

Teaching Experience, as Primary Instructor; Yale University

The European Novel and Empire, senior seminar in English and Humanities (Spring 2027)

Progress or Catastrophe?, English 1014 (Fall 2026)

Colonialism and Climate Change, English 114 (Spring 2025, Fall 2025).

W. B Yeats and His Worlds, co-taught with Joe Cleary, junior seminar in English and
Humanities (Spring 2026).

Reading Ulysses: Modernist and Postcolonial Epic, co-taught with Joe Cleary, junior seminar in
English and Humanities (Fall 2024).

Against Empire: Postcolonial and World-Systems Theory, English 114 (Summer 2024, Summer
2025).

Six Pretty Good Kids, introductory course in Humanities 6PGx program (Fall 2024).

Directed Studies: Modern Historical and Political Thought, DRST 006 (Spring 2027, Spring
2026, Spring 2025, Spring 2024).

Directed Studies: Ancient and Medieval Literature, DRST 001 (Fall 2023, Fall 2026).

Reading and Writing the Modern Essay (Creative Writing: Nonfiction), English 120 (Fall 2025,
Fall 2024, Spring 2024, Fall 2023, Spring 2023, Spring 2019).

Marxism and the Politics of Culture, English 114 (Spring 2023; Summer 2023).

The Artist Novel, English 115 (Fall 2022).



Is America Exceptional?, English 114 (Summer 2022, Summer 2021, Summer 2020,
Summer 2019, Fall 2018).

Teaching Experience, as Assistant; Yale University

Reading and Writing the Modern Essay (Creative Writing: Non-Fiction), English 120, with
Jessie Hill (Summer 2019 — Summer 2025).

The Senior Essay, English 490, with Ben Glaser (Fall 2021, Spring 2022).
Introduction to Media, English 196, with R. John Williams (Spring 2018).

Imperial and Anti-Imperial Writing, English 319, with Joe Cleary (Fall 2017).

Service and Other Relevant Work

Associate Director of Undergraduate Studies, Directed Studies, Yale Humanities

Co-founder and organizer, Irish Studies Working Group, English Department, Yale University
Co-founder and organizer, Left Literary Studies Working Group, Yale University

Faculty participant, Poorvu Center, Yale University, Pedagogical Partners DEI Initiative
Co-organizer, Internet Studies Colloquium, Yale University

ESL Writing Tutor at Yale Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning

Member of English Department colloquia and graduate-student dissertation groups

Academic advisor to undergraduate students in Yale College

Recommendations and Teaching Evaluations Available Upon Request



