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Curriculum Vitae 

CLAIRE MESSUD  

PUBLICATIONS: 

Fiction & Memoir: 

May 2025 (pbk) 

May 2024 (hc) 

(USA & UK) THIS STRANGE EVENTFUL HISTORY (novel) New York: 

W.W. Norton; London: Fleet/Little Brown [to be published also in 

France, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands, Germany, Portugal, Sweden, 

Russia, Greece]  

- First Serial Rights to Harper’s Magazine, May, 2024

- Longlisted for Booker Prize (2024), Giller Prize (2024)

- Shortlisted for American Library in Paris Prize (2024)

- Top 10 Historical Novel NYTimes, 2024; Washington Post

Top 10 Book of the Year; best books lists including Boston

Globe, Financial Times, Vogue, LitHub, Slate, Kirkus

Review, Oprah Daily

October 2022 reissue of WHEN THE WORLD WAS STEADY (novel) New 

York: W.W. Norton (originally published 1994) 

January 2022 (USA) 

October 2021 

(Australia) A DREAM LIFE (novel) Sydney, Australia: Tablo Tales 

(distributed worldwide by Tablo) – all proceeds donated to 

WIRES, Australian Wildlife Rescue NGO 

“Two Women”, essay, included in THE BEST AMERICAN 

ESSAYS 2021, edited by Kathryn Schulz, New York: 

HMH/Mariner Books 

August 2021 reissue of THE HUNTERS: two novellas New York: W.W. 

Norton (originally published 2001) 

February 2022 (pbk) 
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October 2020 (hc) KANT’S LITTLE PRUSSIAN HEAD & OTHER REASONS 

WHY I WRITE: An Autobiography in Essays (memoir/critical 

essays), New York: W.W. Norton; London: Fleet/Little Brown 

(hardcover) 

 

May 2020 “Letters of War & the End of Youth” – translated letters of my 

grandparents’ from May/June, 1940, LitHub 

 

July 2018 “Nostalgia” (memoir), Vogue Magazine  (print edition only) 

 

June 2018 (pbk) 

August 2017 (hc) THE BURNING GIRL (novel): New York: W.W. Norton; 

London: Fleet/Little, Brown [published also in Canada, France, 

Italy, Sweden, Holland, Spain, Germany, Greece, etc] 

- Novel optioned for film by Björn Runge & Frida Torresblanco 

 

May 2017 “The Scattering” (short story) in THIS IS NOT A BORDER, ed. 

Ahdaf Soueif & Omar Robert Hamilton (Bloomsbury, USA) 

 

 “The Nightlight” (fiction excerpt) in The Harvard Review 50th 

Anniversary Issue 

 

2014 (pbk) 

2013 (hc) THE WOMAN UPSTAIRS (novel): New York: Knopf; London: 

Virago [published also in Canada, France, Italy, Sweden, Holland, 

Spain, etc] 

 

January 2012 “The Road to Damascus” (memoir), Granta Magazine 

 

June 2009 “Land Divers” (short story), New York Review of Books, Fiction 

Issue, July 16, 2009 

 

2007 (pbk) THE EMPEROR’S CHILDREN (novel): New York: Vintage;  

   London: Picador UK  

- Novel optioned for film by Imagine Entertainment; script by 

Noah Baumbach (2007) 

- Novel optioned for television series by WiiP Productions 

(2023) 

 

2006 (hc) THE EMPEROR’S CHILDREN (novel): New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf; London: Picador UK  

 [Also published in over 20 languages, including German, Italian, 

French, Spanish, Catalan, Chinese, Dutch, Serbo-Croatian, Polish, 

Greek, Hebrew] 

 

2002 (pbk) 
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2001 (hc) THE HUNTERS (book of two novellas) New York: Harcourt; 

 London: Picador UK 

 [Also published in French, German, Dutch] 

 

2000 (pbk) 

1999 (hc) THE LAST LIFE (novel) New York: Harcourt; London: Picador 

UK 

 [Also published in French, German, Italian, Swedish] 

 

1996 (pbk) 

1995 (hc US) 

1994 (hc UK) WHEN THE WORLD WAS STEADY (novel) New York: 

Granta Books; London: Granta Books 

 

1994 “The Professor’s History” (short story), Granta magazine 

 

 

 

 

Non-fiction & Reviews: 

(selected examples) 

 

2025 -“In Its Purest Form” – essay on Lolita at 70, LARB April 2025; to 

be published as the introduction to the 70th anniversary edition 

(New York: PRH/Vintage Books) (forthcoming)  

 

2024 -“Revisiting Virginia Woolf’s Essays”, Annotating the Archives 

Series, Yale Review, Spring 2024 

 -“Is It A Betrayal? On writing her family into fiction”, The 

Guardian newspaper (UK), May 25, 2024 

 

2023 - Introduction to reissue of Willa Cather’s DEATH COMES FOR 

THE ARCHBISHOP (New York: PRH/Vintage Books) 

 -Review of Brian Dillon, AFFINITIES: ON ART & 

FASCINATION, The New York Times 

 

Jan 2021-June 2023 -Monthly new books column, Harper’s Magazine, covering 3 

books per month, fiction & non-fiction 

 

2022 -“Boston is Having a Hotel Moment”, Travel & Leisure 

Magazine (April, 2023) 

 

2021 -Book Club Essay & podcast: Edith Wharton’s The Custom of the 

Country, T Magazine, New York Times (one of 4 authors 

selected for limited book club series 
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2020 -Review of THE IDEA OF PERFECTION: THE POETRY & 

PROSE OF PAUL VALERY, transl. by Nathaniel Rudvosky-

Brody, The New York Review of Books 

- Introduction to Jean Rhys QUARTET, New York: W.W. Norton 

-Review of Maggie Doherty, THE EQUIVALENTS, The New 

York Times 

-Visiting Thessaloniki & Halkidiki, Greece, Travel & Leisure 

Magazine (May, 2023) 

 

2019 - Review of two exhibitions at the Harvard Art Museums & the 

Boston Institute for Contemporary Art: The Art of Crossing 

Borders, The New York Review of Books Daily (online) 

- Review of Valeria Luiselli, THE LOST CHILDREN 

ARCHIVE, The New York Review of Books 

-Review of Cold War (film), The New York Review of Books 

Daily (online) 

Catalogue essay, Marlene Dumas, MYTHS & MORTALS 

(Zwirner Books)  

 

 

2018 -Review of Inventur, Exhibit, The Harvard Art Museums, NYR 

Daily (online) 

- Review of Caroline Fraser, PRAIRIE FIRES: THE 

AMERICAN DREAMS OF LAURA INGALLS WILDER,  

 The New York Review of Books 

   -Essay, “Why Art Matters”, The Paris Review (online) 

   -Review of Madeline Miller, CIRCE, The New York Times 

   -Review of Dasa Drndic, EEG, The Guardian (London) 

 

 

 

2017  -Review of Rachel Cusk, TRANSIT, The New York Times 

-Essay, “Child of Mine”, Vogue Magazine 

-Essay, “Malta: Where the West Was Born”, T Magazine 

(November) 

-Review of Matisse & Everyday Objects Exhibit, MFA Boston, 

NYR Daily (online) 

-“Letter to my Daughter” in RADICAL HOPE: LETTERS OF 

LOVE AND DISSENT IN DANGEROUS TIMES, ed Carolina 

De Robertis (published also in Salon.com) 

 

 

 

2016   -Essay, “Our Dogs”, Freeman’s, Spring 2016 
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-Review of Yasmine El Rashidi, CHRONICLE OF A LAST 

SUMMER: A NOVEL OF EGYPT, The New York Review of 

Books  

-Review of Zadie Smith, SWING TIME, The New York Review 

of Books 

-Review of Alice Neel exhibition, NYR Daily (online) 

-Review of Carmen Herrera exhibition NYR Daily (online) 

-Introduction to reissue of Saul Friedlander, WHEN MEMORY 

COMES (The Other Press) 

 

 

 

2015 - Review of Magda Szàbo THE DOOR, The New York Times 

- Review of Kamel Daoud, THE MEURSAULT 

INVESTIGATION, The New York Review of Books 

 - Essay, “Kant’s Little Prussian Head & Other Reasons Why I 

Write”, LitHub 

 -Essay, “In Praise of Boredom”, Harper’s Magazine (August) 

 -Review of Sally Mann HOLD STILL, Bookforum 

 

2014  - Catalogue essay, ALICE NEEL: WATERCOLORS, Zwirner 

 Books (New York) 

- Profile of artist Marlene Dumas, T Magazine (August) 

- Introduction to Jane Bowles TWO SERIOUS LADIES 

   (Little, Brown) 

   - Introduction to Ian McEwan ATONEMENT (Everyman 

   Library, UK) 

  -Introduction to Aleksandar Tisma THE USE OF MAN (NYRB  

  Books) 

-Introduction to Patricia Highsmith STRANGERS ON A 

TRAIN (Virago Books) 

 

2013   -Review of Albert Camus ALGERIAN CHRONICLES,  

   The New York Review of Books 

- Review of Robert Stone DEATH OF THE BLACK HAIRED 

   GIRL, The New York Times 

- Review of Rebecca Mead MY LIFE IN MIDDLEMARCH  

and Wendy Lesser WHY I READ, Bookforum 

-Review of Nikolai Leskov, THE ENCHANTED WANDERER, 

The New York Times 

-Review of Herman Koch, THE DINNER, The New York 

Times 

 

 

2012   - Review of Anita Desai THE ARTIST OF DISAPPEARANCE 

   The New York Review of Books 
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   - Review of ASTRAY by Emma Donoghue, The New York 

   Review of Books 

 

2011 - Introduction to Kazuo Ishiguro NEVER LET ME GO, (Folio 

Society Editions)  

- Review of Michael Ondaatje’s THE CAT’S TABLE, The New 

York Review of Books 

   - Review of Amos Oz, SCENES FROM VILLAGE LIFE, The  

   New York Times 

   - Review of Amy Waldman, THE SUBMISSION, The New  

   York Times 

   - Review of Teju Cole, OPEN CITY, The New York Review of  

   Books 

 

2010 - Review of Donald Sturrock, STORYTELLER: THE 

AUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY OF ROALD DAHL, The New 

York Times 

 -Review of Deborah Eisenberg, THE COLLECTED STORIES, 

The New York Review of Books 

 -Review of Shahriar Mandanipour, CENSORING AN 

IRANIAN LOVE STORY, The New York Review of Books 

 

 

2009   - Review of Kazuo Ishiguro’s NOCTURNES, The New York  

   Review of Books  

   -  Review of John Banville, The Irish Times 

-  Op-Ed essay “Walking Miles in Palestinian Feet” in The 

Boston Globe, June 2009 

-  Review of Colm Tóibín’s BROOKLYN, The New York 

Review of Books 

-  “Death Be Not Allowed”, Essay on death in fiction, and Helen 

Garner’s THE SPARE ROOM, NEWSWEEK, March 16, 2009 

-  “Remembering John Updike”, Obituary, NEWSWEEK, 

January 31, 2009 

 

2008 - Review of HOME by Marilynne Robinson, The New York 

Review of Books 

 -  Introduction to FOUR NOVELS BY IRENE NEMIROVSKY 

(New York: Everyman’s Library) 

- Review of WOOLF AND HER SERVANTS, by Alison Light, 

New York Times Book Review 

- “Some Like It Cool”, following Obama on the campaign trail, 

NEWSWEEK, August 23, 2008 

-  Review of THE PLAGUE OF DOVES by Louise Erdrich, 

The New York Review of Books 
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1995-present Articles and reviews in diverse publications including The New York 

Review of Books, Newsweek, The New York Times Book Review, Intelligent Life, 

The Washington Post, The Boston Globe, The Toronto Globe & Mail, Bookforum, 

Newsday, The Irish Times, The Smithsonian, “O” Magazine, The New York Times 

Travel Supplement, The New Statesman (London) 

 

1992-1995 Articles and reviews in diverse publications including The Guardian 

(London), The Observer, The London Times, The Times Literary 

Supplement, The European 

 

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

 

2025 Election to American Academy of Arts and Letters 

2025 Judge, American Library in Paris Prize 

2024 US State Department Grant to represent the US at the Salon du Livre in 

Algiers, Algeria, November 2024 

Deborah Pease Prize from A Public Space, “awarded to a figure who has 

advanced the cause of literature” 

2023-4 Judge, Carol Shields Prize ($100k prize for fiction by women & non-

binary writers in the USA & Canada) 

2022-2023 Writer in Residence, Zuckerman Institute for Mind, Brain & Behavior, 

Columbia University 

2021-2023 Judge, Robert Silvers Foundation, awards for Work in Progress 

2020 Named Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the Ministry of 

Culture, France 

2018  The Burning Girl finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize  

2017  Honorary Degree from Skidmore College (October) 

2016  Judge, Kirkus Prize (fiction category) 

2013  The Woman Upstairs long-listed for the Giller Prize (Canada) 

2010-2011 Fellow at the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, Berlin, Germany (Institute 

for Advanced Study) 

2010  Judge, Giller Prize (Canadian literary prize) 

Fall 2009 Judge, Neustadt Prize (University of Oklahoma) - $50,000 bi-annual 

literary prize 

Spring 2009 Zale Writer in Residence, Tulane University, New Orleans LA 

2008-2009 Fellow at the Humanities Center, Harvard University 

2003-2008 Straus Living Award, The American Academy of Arts & Letters 

2006                The Emperor’s Children, selected by The New York Times as a Top 

Ten Book of 2006 

The Emperor’s Children, long-listed for the MAN/Booker Prize 

2004-2005 Radcliffe Fellowship, Harvard University 

2002-2003 Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship 

2002                Addison Metcalf Award, The American Academy of Arts & Letters 

The Hunters, finalist, PEN/Faulkner Award 

2000  The Last Life, winner of Britain’s Encore Award for Best 2nd Novel 



 8 

 Walter E. Dakin Visiting Fellow, University of the South, Sewanee TN 

(spring semester) 

1999 Fellow, Sewanee Writers’ Conference, Sewanee TN 

1996  When the World Was Steady, finalist, PEN/Faulkner Award 

1996  Fellow, Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, Middlebury VT 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

2024-present Co-founder and Artistic Director, Mediterranean Artists Project 

(MAP) – with two co-founders, writer Sylvia Brownrigg and 

theater/dance producer Itamar Kubovy, launched a triannual residential 

arts and ideas program in the South of France (maplaverriere.org) for 

writers, scholars, artists in various disciplines 

 

2015-present Joseph Y Bae & Janice Lee Senior Lecturer, Fiction, English Department, 

Harvard University 

2015-2021 Organizer of the Writers Speak Series, Mahindra Humanities Center, 

Harvard University – guests included Colm Toíbín, Lydia Davis, Michael 

Ondaatje, Min Jin Lee, Hilton Als, Hisham Matar, Leslie Jamison, Yiyun 

Li, Jenny Erpenbeck & others 

2023, 2024 Teacher at Lighthouse Writers Conference, Denver, CO (summer 

conference) 

2021, 2024  Teacher at Sewanee Writers Conference, Sewanee TN (summer 

conference)  

January 2021 Ran workshops with Algerian writers (on Zoom) for the Institut Français 

d’Algérie 

2009-present Teacher at SUNY Summer Writers’ Program, Skidmore College, Saratoga 

 Springs, NY 

2009-2015 Visiting Professor, Creative Writing MFA Program, Dept of English, 

Hunter College, New York, NY 

1999-2007 Teacher at Sewanee Writers’ Conference, Sewanee TN (summer 

conference) 

2005, 2025 Teacher at Bread Loaf Writers Conference, Middlebury VT 

2003 Teacher at Kenyon College Summer Writers’ Conference, Kenyon OH 

2001, 2003 Teacher at Napa Valley Writers Conference, Napa, CA 

2003 Visiting Professor in Creative Writing, Kenyon College, Kenyon OH 

(spring semester) 

2000-2002 Visiting Professor in Creative Writing, Amherst College, Amherst MA 

1999 Adjunct Professor, Creative Writing, Johns Hopkins Univ Ext. School 

1997-1998 Professor, Creative Writing, Warren Wilson College MFA 

1996-1997 Adjunct Professor, Creative Writing, University of Maryland at College 

Park 

1992-1995 Freelance journalist, London, UK 

1990-1992 Deputy Editor, Women’s Page, The Guardian Newspaper 

 

SPEAKING & LECTURES: 
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1996-present:  Readings, talks & panel discussions at diverse venues, including: 

Syracuse University; Blue Metropolis Literary Festival (Montreal, 

Canada); Texas Book Festival (Austin, TX); Vancouver Writers Festival; 

Salon du Livre (Algiers, Algeria); Charleston Literary Festival 

(Charleston, SC); Blackburn Festival, Duke University (Durham, NC); 

Vassar College (Poughkeepsie, NY); Steamboat Springs Literary Sojourn, 

Colorado; Literary Arts (Portland, OR); National Book Festival 

(Washington DC); Decatur Book Festival (Atlanta, GA); InPrint Series 

(Houston, TX); Miami Book Festival; Literary Voices Series (Dun 

Laoghaire, Ireland); Harbourfront Literary Festival (Toronto); 92nd Street 

Y (NYC); Symphony Space (NYC); Hunter College CUNY MFA 

Reading Series; Harvard University; Yale University; Columbia 

University; University of Michigan; Jesus College, Cambridge University; 

SUNY Albany (New York); Princeton University; Kenyon College; 

Amherst College; University of Virginia; Tulane University; University of 

Maryland; Johns Hopkins University; Colby College; Colgate College; 

Adelaide Literary Festival (Australia); Sydney Literary Festival 

(Australia); Capri Literary Festival (Capri, Italy); Borders Literary 

Festival (Melrose, Scotland); Shakespeare & Co. Literary Festival (Paris, 

France); Palestine Literary Festival (Jerusalem & West Bank); Edinburgh 

Literary Festival; Jewish Museum (New York); Merrimack College; NYU 

MFA program; Queens College, CUNY; Roger Williams University; as 

well as at numerous bookstores and private reading series 

OTHER: 

2023 Art Exhibition, “Life’s Odd Ephemera”, Speedwell Gallery, Portland, 

Maine: participant in art exhibition with Diana Weymar & Roz Chast; 

installation, photography & manuscript work 

EDUCATION: 

1987-1989 MA in English Literature, Jesus College, Cambridge (First Class Honors, 

election to Foundation Scholarship) 

1983-1987 BA in Comparative Literature, Yale University (Phi Beta Kappa, Summa 

Cum Laude, Distinction in the Major) 

LANGUAGES:  Bilingual, English/French; some knowledge German, Italian 
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